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PUBLIC AUDIT AND POST-LEGISLATIVE SCRUTINY COMMITTEE  

CONTROL OF DOGS (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010 CALL FOR EVIDENCE 

SUBMISSION FROM: EAST AYRSHIRE COUNCIL 

1. This Council uses the powers available and has to date imposed 24 Dog Control
Notices. The Council works closely with Police Scotland and the COPFS in relation to
evidence gathering, service of Notices and reporting of breaches of Notices. This
relationship works well and provides an excellent level of information sharing resulting in
effective use of these Notices.

2. This Authority has seen a year on year increase in complaints from 16 in 2012-13 to
48 in 2016-17, falling back to 40 in 2017-18, therefore a long-term trend cannot be
established, however it would seem that overall complaints are increasing. This may be due
to a number of factors, including greater public awareness of the existence of the
legislation.

3. It is the case that monitoring of compliance with Dog Control Notices can be
problematic. Whilst microchipping requirements and physical restrictions such as, for
example, fences in gardens or letterbox covers can be readily checked, other control
measures such as use of close leads or muzzles when dogs are being exercised cannot. It
is our experience that these matters have been identified by Police Scotland when dog
owners have been spoken to regarding other matters and reported to COPFS as additional
charges. We have supplied copies of investigation notes, witness statements and Notices
to Police Scotland in order to assist.

4. It should also be stated that this Authority has not as yet had to pursue Dog Control
Notice to the level of seizure or destruction of a dog, and in general Notices have been
complied with. It is the view of East Ayrshire Council that a Fixed Penalty Notice regime for
breach of Dog Control Notices would be beneficial and reduce the administrative burden on
the courts system.




